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*March 1-5: ITBS Testing; Grades 3rd—8th 

*March 10: End of 3rd Quarter 

*March 11-12: No School 

I can hardly believe we are going to be in March next 
week.  With March comes ITBS testing here at Martyrs for 
our 3rd-8th grade students.  For those that are unfamiliar 
with this term, it stands for Iowa Test of Basic Skills. The 
test results are used to monitor year-to-year observations 
about student capabilities, such as what a student’s most 
and least developed skills are during that year.  

It’s been a little nerve wracking this year as we have had 
such a different 12 months in education than any other year.  Even though we were 
not physically in school for three months last school year, we still see the “Covid Slide.” 
This is a term used in the national world of education.  Fortunately, we only had three 
months of closure but, the slide is present.   

Luckily, we have amazing families and amazing kids who worked hard through those 
three months.  The ITBS scores will be telling as we move forward.  Looking to norm 
referenced testing will be hard, as there is nothing normal about the year.  Keep your 
heads high; our students are doing amazing.  ITBS testing is a time to prove that.   

I can’t wait till we get results and can truly celebrate our “Covid Slide”.  Please keep 
those kids well rested and ready to test next week.  They are long days, but so helpful 
for us as educational professionals.   

 

God Bless You, 

Sister Janelle Buettner 



 

 

 

 

Extended Care Number 402-641-6210   +   COVID-19 Hotline 402-441-8006 

 

 

 

Weekly Calendar Winners 
 

Sunday, February 21: Steve Sousek 
Monday, February 22: Duane Fleck 
Tuesday, February 23: Ranee Hellbusch 
Wednesday, February 24: Ranee Hellbusch 
Thursday, February 25: Jim & Lois Bode 
Friday, February 26: Todd Kumke 
Saturday, February 27: Bruce Bode 

 

 

 

The preschool preview at North American Martyrs was virtual 
this year.  To receive the link and registration materials, please 
send an email to carol-ruskamp@cdolinc.net.  Include the 
child’s name and birthdate, parents’ names, phone number 
and address, and emails.  We are offering the full day program 
for  4 and 5 year olds, and a half day program for 4 year olds (MWF) and 3 year 
olds (TTH).  Please let us know which program you are interested in.   

*Lost and Found* 

Our lost and found is FULL and items need to find a 

home! Please ask your child to check the lost and 

found while they are at school or come by and check 

it after Sunday Mass to see if there are any items you 

are able to claim as yours.  

Want to give back to our school 

that gives so much? The PTO 

(Parent-Teacher Organization) is 

seeking parents that are willing to serve a 

three year term. Please call Melissa Peters at 

(712)579-1748. It’s an amazing way to give 

back to the school! 

We begin ITBS Testing on Monday, 

March 1 for 3rd-8th grade. Here are 

a few tips to try from home to 

begin preparation for next week. 

 

 Have a positive attitude! A positive 

attitude goes a long way toward 

success. 

 Make sure your child gets a full 

night rest each night.  

 Eat a good balanced 

breakfast before 

school and arrive on 

time. 

 Be encouraging. Try not to express 

any worries or anxieties to your 

child prior to testing. Being relaxed 

about the tests will help put your 

child at ease. 

 Take time to do something fun in 

the evening like play a board game 

or just relax as a family. 
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