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Dear North American Martyrs Parishioners, 

Parish Council members encouraged me to write some talking points about the beauty of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Below is 
derived from the Vatican II’s teaching Sacrosanctum Concilium on the Sacred Liturgy. Dr. Tom Curran has a good book The Mass, 
Four Encounters with Jesus that will Change your Life. As we hope to have more people coming back to Church in the near future, 
it is important to remind ourselves of the tremendous power and efficacy of the Holy Sacrifice.  

 

There are four unique ways in which Jesus Christ makes himself present at the Catholic Mass, according to Sacred Scr ip-
ture, Sacred Tradition, and the teaching office of the Magisterium. This is what makes the Mass such a hallmark cornerstone in the 
life of a Christian, for it alone brings these four distinct ways connected together in one amazing apex. In no other medium can one 
find all four intersections reaching their climactic zenith in the one same moment. Only the awesome blessing of the Mass can ac-
complish such a feat. 

The Mass has been called the source and summit, and the sum and summary, of the Christian life, for it joins heaven and earth in a 
one-of-a-kind way. It is the actual re-presentation of the once-and-for-all sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross accomplished at Cal-
vary. When people chant the popular hymn, “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?,” all Catholic and Orthodox Christians 
can truly respond in the affirmative by virtue of the epic sacredness known as the Mass. Pope Paul VI called the Mass, “The most 
perfect form of prayer.” St. Pio of Pietrelcina, the stigmatist priest, once famously said, “It would be easier for the world to survive 
without the sun than to do without Holy Mass.” St. Gregory the Great taught, “The heavens open and multitudes of angels come to 
assist in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.” Pope St. John Paul II wrote that it is from the Mass and the Eucharist that the whole 
Church draws her very life and sustenance.  

 

The Mass is not just a nice remembrance of Calvary, but it is identical to Calvary. The only difference is in appearance, for in one 
was a visible and bloody sacrifice, whereas in the other it is made present sacramentally under the appearance of bread and wine in 
an unbloody manner, at the words of consecration said by the priest. How is Jesus present to us in four ways through one single 
Mass? 

 

In the first sense, Jesus comes to us in the communal presence of the 
gathered faithful, for  as he himself taught, “Where two or three are 
gathered, there I am in the midst of them.” As he also taught, “You saw 
me hungry, and you fed me… When you did it to the least of these, you 
did it to me.” Or as he told St. Paul prior to Paul’s conversion, when he 
was still persecuting Christian converts, “Why are you persecuting me?” 
Jesus identifies with each and every one of us in a mystical and radical 
and individual and communal way. Thus, at the Mass, where two or 
three or more are gathered, Christ is truly present. We must see his mys-
tical presence in all those who surround us. By virtue of our Baptism, we share in Christ’s ongoing office and role as Priest, Prophet, 
and King. All Christians together form the common Priesthood, and thus when gathered together to celebrate Mass as one, Jesus 
Christ truly is present to us. The common priesthood of the faithful was a theme highly expounded upon at the Second Vatican 
Council of the past century in its documents on the nature of the Church. It had also been a foundational teaching of all the Popes 
and bishops since the Council. And it finds its highest point within the context of the Mass. 

 

In the second sense, Jesus comes to us in the proclaimed Word of God. For as all Christians believe, and as St. Paul taught St. Timo-
thy, “All Scripture is the breath of God.” When Sacred Scripture is proclaimed, especially in its liturgical context for the purposes of 
instructing and forming the Christian faithful, Christ Himself is truly present to us, for it is the very breath of God that is being de-

livered. The Catholic Mass is immersed in Sacred Scripture, for nearly 
every statement uttered throughout the entire liturgy from start to finish are 
taken directly from the Scriptures, both of the Old and New Covenant. If a 
Christian attends Mass daily for three years, they will have heard the entire 
Bible proclaimed to them. Each Mass celebrated on a Sunday begins with 
the Liturgy of the Word and normally features a reading from the Old Tes-
tament and a reading from the New Testament, and is then highlighted 
with a selection taken directly from one of the Gospels. Scripture finds its 
true and proper role within the liturgical context and nature of the Mass, 
just as it did for the ancient Christians of the primitive martyr Church in 
their day. This also was, and continues to be, a teaching being put forth 
strongly from the Council and the Pontiffs since. 
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School  News 
  The first day of school will be  
  August 17th. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fr iday Sa turday 

   8 
7:00 pm 
-Confirmation 
-Philosophy 

9 10 11 
9:30 am 
GK Chesterton 
10:30 
1st Communion 

12 
1:00 pm 
Baptism Class 
7:00 pm 
Spirituality 

13 
7:00 pm 
-Bible Study 
-K of C 
8:00 pm 
Gift Committee 

14 
7:00 pm 
Confirmation 
 

15 
7:00 pm 
-Confirmation 
-Philosophy 

16 17 18 
7:00 am 
Clean Church 
9:30 am 
GK Chesterton 
10:30 am 
1st Communion 

19 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Spirituality 

20 
 
TOTUS TUUS 
WEEK 
 
7:00 pm 
-Bible Study 

21 22 
7:00 pm 
Philosophy 

23 24 25 
9:30 am 
GK Chesterton 
10:30 am 
1st Communion 

26 
7:00 pm 
Spirituality 

27 
CHESS CAMP 
WEEK 
 
7:00 pm 
-Bible Study 

28 29 
7:00 pm 
Philosophy 

30 31 1 (August) 

2 
3:00 pm 
Exposition & 

Confession 

3 4 5 6 
12:30 pm—
6:30 pm 

Blood Drive 

7 8 

 

CCD News 
      2020-21 CCD Registration forms for 
     Grades 1—8 are available at the 
     Parish Information Center. 
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*Note:  We have reduced our “pledged to date” by $242,428 

(71 write-offs & 4 reductions) for those families who have 

moved out of the parish and/or reduced their original pledge.   

Building Campaign Update 

WELCOME to our  new par ishioners who regis-
tered in the months of June: Kathleen Cooper and 
Mark & Patti Sloup. W e hope you feel at home in 
our parish! 

What is Adoration? 
Adoration is an ongoing adoring of Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-
ment.   Many people commit to one hour slots to pray in the presence of 
the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
The consecrated host is exposed or clearly seen  in a monstrance. 
 
Spending time before the Blessed Sacrament is spending time with the 
Lord Jesus. It is an extension of our time with Him at Mass. 
 
Here we encounter Jesus and grow in intimate friendship with 
Him.  Every moment spent with Him deepens our relationship with the 
Trinity. Jesus renews us spiritually and fills  us with His love. 
Please call the Parish Office to sign up for one Hour. 

CCD (Confraternity of Chr istian Doctr ine) at North American Martyrs 
is a program where you will learn about God, your Catholic Faith, and 
will prepare you for the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist, and 
Confirmation. Students in first through eighth grade who attend public 
schools or are homeschooled are invited and encouraged to participate. 
Classes meet on Wednesday evenings from 6—7:30 pm and will begin 
September 9th. You can find registration forms at the Parish Information 
Center. Please drop them in the Sunday collection basket or return them 
to the Parish or School Office. 

Becoming Catholic / RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is designed 
for people who want to explore Catholicism. RCIA 
has also been adapted to accommodate baptized 
Catholics who have not yet received First Commun-
ion and/or Confirmation. Entering the life and cul-
ture of the Catholic Church requires a gradual pro-
cess of initiation. This program strives to facilitate 
discernment, foster prayer, and help interested non-
Catholic adults learn more about Catholic beliefs, 
traditions, liturgy and mission. Call the Parish Office 
for more information on RCIA 2020-21 beginning 
September 10th. 

Campaign Goal $4,500,000 

Pledged to Date* $4,516,364 

Percentage of Goal 100% 

Cash Received to Date $4,216,851 

Total Families 1,437 

Total Gifts to Date* 718 

Average Gift $6,290 

In the third sense, Jesus comes to us in the ordained sacramental priesthood, for as St. Paul writes to the church 
in Corinth, whenever he forgave any sins, he did so “in the person of Christ.” Whenever an ordained priest is 
serving within his function in a liturgical and sacramental context, he is so doing in the person of Christ. In the 
Mass, his role of service to the faithful reaches its pinnacle, for in the Mass it is he who mystically makes Christ 
present as the words of consecration are uttered. In this very moment of every Mass, the Last Supper and Calva-
ry are supernaturally merging and becoming alive through Jesus in his hidden presence in the priest. What you 
see is a mere man, a weak and fallible man; that is what your eyes report to you. But what faith obliges you to 
accept is that it is Jesus Himself performing the act. This is a great mystery, and yet it is one revealed to us in the 
Last Supper accounts when Jesus ordained the Twelve Apostles as the first ordained priests of the New Cove-
nant, as testified to and believed by the primitive martyr Church of the earliest generations. 

 

In the fourth, and most important, sense, Jesus comes to us sacramentally in the Eucharist, which is His 
Body and Blood hidden under the appearances of mere bread and wine. For as Jesus taught at the first 
Mass during the Last Supper, as he took bread in his hands, broke it and blessed it, saying, “This is my 
Body…,” and with the wine, “This is the chalice of my Blood.” He did not say it symbolized or represent-
ed his Body and Blood, but said it truly was his very Body and Blood, poured out for the life of the world. 
And as he earlier had taught, “This bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” The early 
Church had no confusion on this point; it was believed dogmatically that, at the words of consecration said 
by the priest, Jesus was truly made present sacramentally under the appearance of bread and wine in an 
unbloody manner. This reality has been confirmed as well through numerous supernatural miracles, such 
as the one in Lanciano, Italy in the 8th century which is ongoing to this very day. A priest who doubted the doctrine of the Real 
Presence said the words of consecration, and the unleavened bread and wine became actual human flesh and blood and remains in-
tact to this day, which has been investigated numerous times by doctors and scientists, both religious and secular. The God who be-
came Man also now becomes our food, to dwell within us in a unique way which unlike any other in the world. In the Eucharist, 
Jesus is made truly present to us sacramentally. 

 
Only this amazing blessing and river of grace known as the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass contains all four of these distinctly 
unified presences of the Lord Jesus Christ. Scripture says, “Draw near to God and he will draw near to you.” There is no greater 
prayer or means by which to draw near to God then through the Catholic Mass. May Mary, faithful daughter of the Father, humble 
mother of the Son, and inviolate spouse of the Spirit, teach us to draw near to God. 

Parish Calendar  
July 7, 8, 14, 15   Confirmation 7:00 pm 
July 11, 18, 25     First Holy Communion 10:30 am 
July 20—24         Totus Tuus Week 
July 27—31         Chess Camp Week 
August 6              Blood Dr ive 12:30 pm—6:30 pm 
July classes continue and you are welcome! Spirituality Sundays at 
7 pm; Bible Study Mondays at 7 pm; Philosophy Wednesdays at 7 
pm and Men’s Book Study GK Chester ton Saturdays at 9:30 am.               


