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North American Martyrs Church                       January 28, 2024               Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Monday January 29 
6:40 AM     †Margaret Ruskamp 
8:10 AM †Bernadette Benes 
Tuesday January 30 
6:40 AM     †George & Marie Cook 
8:10 AM  Yoko Smith 
Wednesday January 31 
6:40 AM     Frank Patrick 
8:10 AM †Joseph Tran 
Thursday February 1 
6:40 AM     †Margaret Benes 
8:10 AM Ann Schneider 
Friday  Febraury 2 
6:40 AM    Bill Runyan 
8:10 AM †Rosemary Royse 
Saturday February 3 
9:00 AM     †Mary Lea Reidel 
 
Weekend Masses   

Saturday February 3 
5:00 PM      Michael Runyan 
Sunday  February 4 
7:00 AM     †Douglas Kullbom 
8:00 AM     Our Parish Family 
9:30 AM     †Stefen Kolodziczyk 
11:00 AM   David & Thresia Stenzl  

Received  Last Week    01-21-24 

Adult Tithe Envelopes 
(156) Families $12,434 
Adult Electronic Tithe 
(294) Families $12,669 

Plate $1,124 

Youth $0 

Total Tithe Received $26,227 
Weekly Tithing Goal $31,433 

Rec’d to date: 01-1-24  $933,458 

Needed for Annual Budget $942,990 
Annual Budget Overage/Shortage to 

Date ($9,532) 

Emergency Number 

402-540-0398. Please add this number to your  
contact list. Call in the event of an emergency if 
a priest is needed.  

A Note from our Assistant Pastor… 
 
Hello everyone,  
 
I want to begin by taking this opportunity to thank 
you all for your warm welcome, your prayers, and 
your willingness to guide me through this transi-
tion.  Although it has been a few years since I have 
found myself walking these grounds, I am relieved 
to notice that it still feels like home!  
 
As you may know, with any big change comes a slew of anxieties and 
fears, which is what St. Paul talked about in our Second Reading for 

this Sunday. The word he uses is μεριμναω (merimnao) which means 
“to care for” or “to care about.” At first, that may not sound like   
something bad because there are many good things that we care about 
each day: family dynamics, picking up our kids from practice, buying 
groceries, etc.  
 
However, St. Paul wants to ensure that your heart is caring about the 
right things – the best things. When it comes to fear, St. Thomas   
Aquinas said that there are three parts: our focus is on something evil, 
that evil thing exists in the future (so the tragedy has not happened 
yet), and then we acknowledge that the future evil can be avoided with 
great effort. For example, with the cold temperatures comes the fear 
that our pipes will freeze. It has not happened yet, but with much    
diligence and many space heaters, maybe it can be avoided. 
 
Now what St. Paul is speaking about in our Second Reading is not just 
fear, but a certain type of fear called anxiety. It’s when we cannot    
identify what the specific evil might be, so we decide to fear everything 
and anything. Speaking from personal experience, that is not the way to 
live! Paul’s remedy to this anxiety is rather simple and beautiful. Instead 
of focusing on a future evil, turn your attention to a present good – like 
the Kingdom of God that surrounds you in every moment of every day. 
Caring for stuff is a good thing, but why worry about something that 
may not even happen? Rather, turn your attention toward the Heavenly 
Kingdom and let your God take care of those smaller things that are far 
beyond your control.  
 
Know of my prayers for you as we move forward and thank you again 
for making feel like I belong in the North American Martyrs Family.  
 
May God Bless You All,  
  
Fr. Kovar 

Trivia Question 

Q. Fr. Kovar is named after which two priests? 

A. Answer found in the bulletin.  

 



Sacramental Preparation 

Baptism 

The sacrament of Baptism is normally celebrated for our  parishioners on 
Sundays after the 11 a.m. Mass. First time parents must attend a preparation 
class. The next baptism class is scheduled for Sunday, February 11th at         
1 p.m. To  inquire, contact Tamra Tran in the parish office. 
 

Matrimony 

To be married at North American Martyrs, one or both persons of the        
engaged couple must be a practicing Catholic. To inquire about celebrating a 
wedding at NAM, call Fr. Nathan Hall at 402-476-8088.   

 

First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion,  

& Confirmation 

To register for preparation for the sacraments or for more information about 
catechesis for children for ages 3-18, call Carrie Odgaard at 402-782-1428. 
 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults  

OCIA is modeled after how people were brought into the Church in the first 
centuries. The process is designed for those seeking baptism or confirmation 
as well as anyone simply wanting to learn more. Classes are each Wednesday 
at 6 p.m. Please contact the parish office for more information.  

Lay Ministry for February 3/4 

 Readers Acolytes Servers 

Safe  

Sanctu-

ary 

Greeters 

5:00 
PM 

Jensen 
Benes, J 
Tanner 

Parr 
Tanner 

Fernandes 
Floyd 

Miller 
Hansen 

Van Ackeran  
Family 

7:00 
AM 

Sousek 
Hellbusch 

Fortik 
Nguyen, Thomas 

Hellbusch 
Morrow  

8:00 
AM 

Becker 
Belger 

Schlautman, D 

Rappl 
Schlautman 
Unger (2) 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Unger 
Family 

9:30  
AM 

Battiatio 
Schlautman, B 

McManus 

Odgaard 
Havlat (2) 

Morris 

Odgaard 
Miller 

Bliven 
Family 

11:00  
AM 

Brown 
Haug 
Benes 

Nguyen, Ethan 
Nguyen, Paul 

Sousek 
Turek 

Hannon 
Seberger 

Hart 
Family 

Adoration News 

***Due to renovation, the Adoration Chapel 
will be closed and the Blessed Sacrament will 
not be exposed from Jan. 29th-Feb. 2nd*** 

Adorers Needed! 
We are in desperate need of 1 or 2 adorers for 
the Friday, Noon, adoration hour. If you are 
interested, please contact Tamra Tran in the   
Parish office.  
 
Snow Days 
If North American Martyrs School and LPS are 
closing due to a snow day, the Blessed          
Sacrament will not be exposed and we will close 
the Adoration Chapel. If a snowstorm  develops 
during the day, we will try to make a call as  
early as possible.  
 
Holidays 
The Blessed Sacrament will not be exposed  
during holidays. The Adoration Chapel will  
remain open.  
 
Monday: 1 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Tuesday: 8 a.m., 1 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10 a.m., 11 a.m. & 12 p.m. 

Thursday: 8 a.m. 

Friday: Noon (In need of 2 adorers) & 2 p.m. 
 
To sign up for a regular Eucharistic Adoration 
Hour, please use the signup genius link https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0848A9A92B0-
perpetual There you will be able to sign up for 
the available hours. In addition to those who 
have signed up for a Holy Hour, all are         
welcome to join us in the Chapel to adore Him.  

“When we go before Jesus in the Blessed        
Sacrament, we represent the one in the world 
who is in most need of God’s Mercy.”                 
~St. John Paul II 

Prayer Requests 

We pray with special love and concern for all those who are ill.  Remember 
our sick: Jordan Barry, Margie Belger, Lilly Boeselager, Greg Bothe, Art 
Brase, Jennifer Brase, Roberta Cook, Carleen Crowe, Sue Coupe, Bella Cox, 
Jacob & Jaxson DaCunha, Britt Douglas, Steve Douglas, Diane Eankirk, Earl 
Franklin, Tina Frenzel, Sonja Gates, Marlys Goodwater, Tom Goodwater, 
Fran Green, Tom Green, Diane Herms, Hayden  Higgins, Paul Jueneman, JJ 
Kalita, Diane Kankirk, Tom Kenjosian, Glee Komenda, Bill Kroll, Mary 
Langenberg, Judy Lindholm, Clint Lochner, Banks Nelson, Brian O’Dea, 
Dean Oswald, William Parish, Julie Roberts, Mickey Roscoe, Chris Royal, 
Derek Ruth, Connie Skoglund, Tamela Skrdlant-Horn, Rose Stehno, Barb 
Sypal, Nancy Thompson, Raegan Thompson, Paulette Trouba, Lisa Trausch, 
Sr. Charline Vogel and Mary Wobig. 

Unbound Ministry 

Unbound Ministry in the Diocese of Lincoln is 
hosting a Video Series to introduce Unbound to 
all seeking greater freedom in Christ. The 8 
week series will be held at North American 
Martyrs in the Parish hall, in Lincoln, starting 
6:30pm Thursday, February 1.  More infor-
mation  can be found at lincolndiocese.org/
unbound or email Anna Sullivan at: asulli-
van121919@gmail.com 

Rites 

Baptisms 

We welcome those who have been newly 
baptized. Please pray for them as they     
continue to grow in Christ.  

Theodore Joseph Johnson 
Son of Brian & Courtney Johnson 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lincolndiocese.org%2Funbound&data=05%7C02%7Ctamra-tran%40cdolinc.net%7C3b5a167eca3440d2299008dc1b988902%7Cc05f8ba72daa4019b0cc5849c9959fdc%7C0%7C0%7C638415589147104465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lincolndiocese.org%2Funbound&data=05%7C02%7Ctamra-tran%40cdolinc.net%7C3b5a167eca3440d2299008dc1b988902%7Cc05f8ba72daa4019b0cc5849c9959fdc%7C0%7C0%7C638415589147104465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
mailto:asullivan121919@gmail.com
mailto:asullivan121919@gmail.com


 

NAM School News 

 

January  29– February 2 

Catholic Schools Week 
 

February 15 

Noon Dismissal 
 

February 16-19 

No School 

 

 

 

SUPERSTAR CONTEST: Who’s ready for 
Catholic Schools Week? We are! Vote for your 
favorite Catholic School(s), [Enter local School
(s) name(s) here], in Spirit Catholic Radio’s Su-
perstar Contest! For 12 years, Spirit Catholic 
Radio has been shining a spotlight on Catholic 
high schools and elementary schools in their 
listening area with the Superstar Contest. Let’s 
get our community talking about the importance 
of Catholic education by encouraging others in 
our community to vote! Superstar voting compe-
tition begins January 29th and lasts through Feb-
ruary 9th. Voters in this competition will be en-
tered into a prize drawing for a Shell gas gift 
card! Visit https://spiritcatholicradio.com/ to 
vote!  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fspiritcatholicradio.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctamra-tran%40cdolinc.net%7C5e5d04096019456ee75308dc1b81c436%7Cc05f8ba72daa4019b0cc5849c9959fdc%7C0%7C0%7C638415491374357634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ


NAM Calendar 
  
Wednesday, January 31 

6:00 p.m. OCIA meets in the Parish hall 
6:00 p.m. Seeking the Truth Bible Study meets in the     
Multi-purpose room 
 
Saturday, February 3 

7:30 a.m. Martyrs Men meets in the Kateri room 
 

Lay Ministry  Announcements 

Ministers (Acolytes, Readers/Lectors, Altar Servers, Greeters, and 
Security), please notify the parish office with your vacation dates 
for the April-June schedule by March 1st. Thank-you! 

With RaiseRight, you can always be fundraising for North 
American Martyrs, just by doing what you do every day. 
How it works: Earn by purchasing gift cards at face value 
from more than 750 top brands. Your  earnings come     
directly from the brands you shop, not your pocket, so your 
gift cards are worth every penny.  
 

 

50% of this school year (2023-24) family rebate earnings 
will be credited toward next school years NAM school   
tuition (2024-25). This can be used for Preschool – 8th grade 
next school year.  When logging in, use link:                 
https://www.raiseright.com/   
 

Enrollment code: 3545FDFE4858 
 

St. Vincent de 

Paul Society 

In the Gospel today we read that 
because Jesus spoke with authority 
his reputation spread throughout the 
surrounding region of Galilee. As 
his disciples, we can also speak with 
authority when we put our faith into 
actions by helping the poor and   
suffering.  

Have you considered answering the 
call to serve the poor by joining the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul?  

NAM News 

 
10 point pitch 

Do  you like to play 10 Point Pitch? NAM has you covered!  We 
are hosting our monthly Pitch Tournament on Friday, February 9th 
from  7-10 p.m. in the Parish Hall. All skill levels are welcome; 
you can bring a partner or come by yourself and we will match you 
up with a partner. A $5 entry fee is suggested and prizes will be 
given out. Snacks and lemonade will be provided, but feel free to 
bring snacks or a party food to share with others along with your 
own  refreshments (no alcohol). 
 

Rosary Volunteer 

A volunteer is needed to help pray the Rosary before  5 p.m.   
Masses every third week. Please call the parish office for details. 
 

Meals for the Priests 

We are so grateful for everything that Fr. Hall and Fr. Kovar do for 
us and North American Martyrs Parish! They are very busy      
serving us and bringing us closer to Christ. Help them out by    
signing up to provide a meal for them during their busy 
weeks! Sign up here:     
 https://mealtrain.com/od96o4  
 

Magnificat 

If you have a Magnificat subscription, your February booklet is 
ready for pick up in the Sacristy. 
 

CCD News 
 

January 31 

Class– 6-7:30 p.m. All CCD Rosary 

Sponsored by Fr. Brian Connor &  Fr. Matthew Eickhoff                                                

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmealtrain.com%2Fod96o4&data=05%7C01%7CTamra-Tran%40cdolinc.net%7Cdad3e3eef03d423f46b808dbbf6fd8b3%7Cc05f8ba72daa4019b0cc5849c9959fdc%7C0%7C0%7C638314259348484348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjo


Sister of the week 

Our Sister of the week (January 28-February 3) is  
Sr. Mary Pacita from the Philippines. Sr. Pacita is a  
Professed Sister from Holy Spirit Adoration, Pink 
Sisters. Please pray for Sr. Mary Pacita as she      
continues her vocation to the Sisterhood.   
 

Seminarian of the week 

Our Seminarian of the week (January 28-February 3) 
is Derrek Sumner, son of Dominic & Anne Sumner, 
from St. John’s Catholic Church, Lincoln, NE.     
Derrek is studying College 3 at St. Gregory the Great 
Seminary.  Please pray for Derrek as he continues his 
seminary formation. 

Mother Daughter        

Program  

Mother Daughter Program Sunday, February 4th 
from 1:30-4:30 pm. Registration is now live for our 
only scheduled  mother/daughter program of the 
2023-24 school year. It will be held at St. Patrick's 
parish in Lincoln, with a virtual option available as 
well. This program is for 9-13 year old girls and their 
mom or another supportive adult. More information 
and registration can be found at:                                                              
https://lincolndiocese.regfox.com/motherdaughter 



Answer: D  




