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To receive and accompany each person in their journey of relationship, identity, and mission with Jesus Christ.

Those Serving Our Parish.

Fr Nathan Fr Isaac Fr Matthew Ms. Elizabeth Mis. Katie
Hall Wahlmeier Kovar Fairbanks Guenther
Pastor Parochial Vicar In Residence Principal Vice Principal
MASS TIMES CONFESSIONS
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. Saturday - 4:00-4:40 p.m.
Sunday - 7:00, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. and after 5:00 p.m. Mass undil finished.
Monday through Friday - 6:40 & 8:10 a.m. 15 minutes before each weekday Mass.

Saturday - 9:00 a.m.

: 1101 Isaac Drive - Lincoln, NE 68521 - www.namartyrs.org
Find us on our app Church Office: 402-476-8088 - School Office: 402-476-7373
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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR...

ear Martyrs Family,

We had such a blessed Christmas! The liturgies were so [
beautiful. There is a long list of people to thank for that. Tom
Kathe for being head sacristan who planned, organized, taught, answered
questions, and helped lead the decorating along with Kevin Wenzl. Thank you
to all our readers who proclaimed the Word! Thank you to all our acolytes and
altar servers who helped serve our Lord, bringing Him to the people. Huge
thank you to the musicians! Music is probably the number one thing that
truly connects us to Christmas. You're paving the way for another generation to
experience this reality.

I had the honor of being the celebrant for the 4pm Mass. Our church sure was
packed. We got a lot of compliments about how welcoming our parish is (there
were quite a few families who brought some who have been away from the
Church or new to the Church... They really affirmed the positive experiences
their guests had). Our goal of celebrating the birth of our Lord and bringing His
Gospel to the world continues. Pray that the seeds planted may grow!

The Catholic Church still
celebrates till the Epiphany. Continue to have the joy, generosity, and positivity

Now, don't let the Christmas season end yet!

of the season with you wherever you go. Return to our Sunday liturgies to be
supported in this endeavor.

May the Lord bless you!

In Christ,
~Fr. Hall

LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE (JANUARY 10TH & 11TH)

MaAss INTENTIONS
S Weekday Masses =
Monday, January 5
6:40am  Special Intention
8:10am  {Carol Mariniello
Tuesday, January 6
6:40am  Sharon Schwanda
8:10am tJack Coupe
Wednesday, January 7
6:40Am Ngoc & Lien Mai
8:10am  Thanksgiving Mass
Thursday, January 8
6:40am  Jeff Stephenson
8:10am tDanny Keller
Friday, January 9
6:40am  Joyce Lanik
8:10am Fr. Hall, Fr. Wahlmeier, & Fr. Kovar
Saturday, January 10
9:00am  NAM School Staff
O VY eeke110] MASSES mmmmmmmmnnt-
Saturday, January 10
5:00pm Bogumil Spicha
Sunday, January 11
7:00am TErnestine Valdez
8:00am Our Parish Family
9:30am  Josiah Maly

11:00am {Joseph Francis “Joey Harris”

ParisH OFFicE HOURS
The Parish offices will be closed for the holidays

5:00pm, Sat. | 7:00am, Sun. | 8:00am, Sun. 9:30am, Sun. | 11:00am, Sun. with office hours resuming January 6th. We wish
READERS fe, blessed, and joyful holida
Rupp Sullivan Bourek Brown Drehs cveryone a sate, ? Joy Y
season!
ACOLYTES }—1 .
Boesen Bousquet Volkmer Bassinger Johs NO r l I I I e r IC aN

Matulka Ketchmark Kuta Wordekemper Wembhoff

SERVERS M A R Y R S
Jedlicka, C Codr Bourek, T Bassinger, ] McIntyre K %
Jedlicka, O |Nguyen, Thomas| Bourek, X Bassinger, M Pfeifer, H t . !
Strasburg Holt Isley Pfeifer, O C at h 0 l be C h urc h
Tran Wilson Unger, JP Wembhoff
SECURITY Parish Council can be reached at
McPhillips Eastman Kane Feldhaus Hannon namparishcouncil@gmail.com

Lochner Miller, S

GREETERS
EMERGENCY NUMBER
Gaspers Peters West Mclntyre 402-540-0398
Please add this number to your contact list. Call in an
emergency if a priest is needed.
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CALENDAR
PrrcH NIGHT, Friday, January 9th, Multi-purpose Room

Do you need a night out? Do you like to play 10 point pitch? NAM has you covered! All
skill levels are welcome. Bring a partner or come by yourself and we will match you up
with a partner. A $5 entry fee is suggested and prizes will be given out. Feel free to bring
snacks or a party food to share with others along with your own refreshments (no
alcohol). Water, lemonade, and popcorn will be provided.

CHURCH CLEANING, Saturday, January 17th, 7:00am, Narthex

All are welcome to come and help clean the church! Bring your family and friends. No

experience necessary and hours count towards tuition assistance. See you there!

CCD, Wednesdays, 6:00pm, NAM School
CCD is for all public or homeschooled students in 1*-8" grade. Children will learn about

their Catholic Faith and receive sacrament preparation. For questions, contact Tammy

Eymann at Tammy-Eymann@cdolinc.net.

OCIA, Wednesdays, 6:00pm, Parish Hall
OCIA is the process for adults who desire to join the Catholic faith and for those seeking
more information on the Catholic Church. Contact NAMOCIA25@gmail.com for

questions.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UNBOUND MINISTRY AT NAM

Unbound Ministry is a Catholic healing and deliverance prayer model, using "The Five
Keys" (Repentance/Faith, Forgiveness, Father’s Blessing, Renunciation, Authority) to
help people overcome spiritual obstacles and experience freedom in Christ. It's an
effective way to apply the Gospel to life's struggles like habitual sin, fear, or relationship
issues, empowering people to live more fully in God's love. The Martyrs Men’s Group will
be viewing and discussing this 8-week, series Saturday mornings beginning Jan. 3rd at
7:30am in the Kateri Room.

GIFT 2026

GIFT will be February 6, 2026 at Embassy Suites in Lincoln. GIFT helps fund NAM’s
general annual budget, with a special donation goal toward a Blue Sky item that the
school/church needs to be at their best. This year’s theme is Rock’n’Roll! Buy your ticket
here: fundraiser.support/GIFT2026

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER EXPERIENCE

Save the date! Marriage Encounter "Enhancing our couple-love through communication”
takes place Feb. 20-22 at North American Martyrs. Register right-away to save a place.
Call/Text 402-370-5839.

PCCW GRATITUDE

Thank you to all who donated items for the bags for the needy. There was a record
number of families at the centers, (214 families in need) and we were able to put together
120 bags for adults and 70 bags for children. Also, a very special thank you to all those
who donated baked goods for our holiday bake sale. It was a huge success!

WorD AMONG Us

The January issue is here! Subscriptions can be found at the Information Desk. Contact
Bob Codr for any questions or concerns.

>

PRAYER REQUESTS

Please call the Parish office to have a name
added or taken off of the prayer list: Rich
Abraham, Allen Family, Aly Clanton,
Savanah Clanton, Roberta Cook, Kevin
Crowe, Shawn Fitzgerald, Earl Franklin,
Tina Frenzel, Sonja Gates, Marlyss
Goodwater, Maquia Granger, Ben Gray,
Billy Hall & Family, Diane Herms, Kayla
Johnson, Nora Kathe, James Klein,
Harvey Kostinsky, Becki Ladina, Britt Lee,
Tricia Sis Liedle, Clint Lochner, Marilyn
Karmazin, Caroline Meyer, Noah Elmer
Meyer, Diana Miller, Nancy Murphy, Tim
Nathan, Abigail Parish, William Parish,
John Rink, Sr., Charlie Rise, Elladee
Ronhovde, Janice Sage, George Schaub,
Maggie Sharrer, Jean Skrdlant, Raegan
Thomas, & all those who areill.

ScHooL NEws

January 1-5- No School.
January 6- School resumes

ZumBA AT NAM!

Find Your Joy in Motion! Looking for a
workout that doesn’t feel like "work"? Join
fellow parishioners on Monday night,
January Sth at 8:15 for a high-energy,
low-pressure Zumba experience. Zumba is
a full-body interval workout that targets
your core, legs, and heart—all while
dancing to infectious Latin and world
rhythms.

ITSTI

FORYOU

ZUMBA"® CLASS

JAN5,2026

8:15PM

North American Martyrs School Gym


mailto:NAMOCIA25@gmail.com
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Dear Parishioners, Friends and Family of North American Martyrs,

A Merry Christmas to you and all your loved ones this year. We are thankful this year for the many blessings the Lord has
brought to our parish. At Christmas, we celebrate the presence of Emmanuel, God-with-us, and thank God for the presence of
others in our lives. At our Christmas altar, you will see many poinsettia flowers that our parishioners have provided in memory
of a loved one. It is a beautiful Christmas tradition to offer these as gifts to Jesus. We came across a great article from Aleteia
about this revered practice, which I hope you enjoy.

The deeper meanings behind the lovely Christmas plant
By Marge Fenelon - published on 12/23/14

For years, we’ve given and received poinsettias in gestures of kindness during the Christmas season. They’re just so fittingly festive, with their
mix of red and green leaves. What’s more, they’re relatively inexpensive and thoughtful at the same time. Did you ever wonder where that
custom came from? I did, so I went exploring to find out. Here’s what I discovered.

Poinsettias are native to Central America, and were used by the Aztecs in a number of ways, to dye clothes, make cosmetics, and create
medicine to cure fevers. The plant was discovered in 1828 by John Poinsett, US Ambassador to Mexico. He sent some Poinsettia plants back
to South Carolina and began to grow them, thus the name. One of Poinsett’s friends, Robert Buist, began growing and selling them
commercially. In 2002, Congress named December 12 National Poinsettia Day.

In the years since Poinsett brought the plants to the United States, poinsettias became known for their symbolism as well as their beauty.
The shape of the plant’s flower and leaves resemble the Star of Bethlehem, which led the Magi to the Christ Child. The red color reminds us
of Christ’s Blood, shed for our salvation. Some poinsettias have white leaves, which remind us of Christ’s purity. Green symbolizes life and
hope. Before I did my research, I thought poinsettias were “nice.” Now, I think there magnificent!

Best of all is the old Mexican legend about how the poinsettia and Christmas became connected in the first place. Here’s how it goes.

Once, there was a poor Mexican girl named Pepita who had no present to give the Baby Jesus at Christmas Eve Mass. As Pepita walked,
sadly, to the chapel, her cousin Pedro tried to cheer her up.

“Pepita,” he said. "I’'m sure that even the smallest gift, given by someone who loves him, will make Jesus happy.”

Still not knowing what she could give, Pepita picked a small handful of weeds from the roadside and made them into a bouquet. Having
only this small present to give Jesus made Pepita embarrassed. As she walked through the chapel to the altar, she remembered what Pedro
had told her. Feeling a bit better, she knelt down and laid the bouquet at the bottom of the nativity scene.

Amazingly, the bouquet of weeds burst into bright red flowers, and everyone who saw them were sure they had seen a miracle. From that
Christmas Eve forward, the bright red poinsettia flowers were known as the “Flores de Noche Buena,” or “Flowers of the Holy Night.”

Advent is drawing to a close and I’m still scrambling to give something truly special to the Christ Child on the Holy Night. Like, Pepita, I’'m
feeling as though I really have nothing to offer — or at least not the something I'd hoped to have. I wanted super-spectacular-high-minded-
soul-lifting-wildly-successful striving. Instead, all I've got is a decent try — a handful of roadside weeds.

Legend or not, I know that Pedro’s words are true. Even the smallest gift, given by someone who loves him, will make Jesus happy. If I
surrender my smallness to our Lord and bring him my pathetic bouquet at Christmas, it will miraculously burst into bright red flowers. And

Jesus will be happy.
Let us bring the same little faith of Pepita to everything we do this Christmas season!

Peace on Earth! -From Fr. Nathan Hall, Fr. Wablmeier, €5 Fr. Matthew Kovar
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Bailey, John and Jan, Milton and Agnes Bailey
Bailey, John and Jan, Leons Mayme Dostal
Bilau, Janen, John Aschoff
Bousquet, Kristen, Kaylie Faith Bousquet
Braun, Rose, Tom Braun, Marlene, Connie & Ken Buresh
Busboom, Marilyn and Ken, Deceased members of the Ken Busboom family
Chamberlain, Sherryl, Larry Chamberlain
Childress and Engelke Family, Keith Childress and Mary Engelke
Claus, Laura and David, Patricia Bourke and Family
Claus, Laura and David, Elizabeth and Jerry Hoppes and Family
Cotton, Rick and Jean, Ann Straetker
Dalton, Tom and Renee, Alex and Elaine Kulwicka
Dalton, Tom and Renee, Bob and Helen Dalton
Deinert, Rand and Jolene, Ron Deinert
Deinert, Rand and Jolene, Larry Zadina
Erickson, John and Tonee, Mary Peterson
Erickson, John and Tonee, LaVemne Erickson
Franklin, Jan and Earl, Peter and Ruby Gruber
Franklin, Jan and Earl, Joyce Gaden
Gerdes, Char, Merle and Mildred Gerdes
Givens, Kathleen, Jerry Givens
Goodwater, Tom and Patti and Families, Steve Goodwater
Goodwater, Tom and Patti and Families, Art, Helen, Bob, Jeanne, Jim and Mary A Goodwater
Goodwater, Tom and Patti and Families, Charles, Alice and Mike Donner
Hart, Dee, Mary Hart
Hellbush, Greg and Ranee, Ray & Doris Tarmick
Hellbush, Greg and Ranee, Dennis & Kurt Hellbusch
Hernandez, Rita, Guadalupe Hernandez
Hernandez, Rita, Blas Hernandez
Hruska, Jan, Jerry and Blanche Podany
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Hugo, Duane and ary, n Luischer, agene Lubfscher, Ambrose Hugo, & Nof4 ‘ u
Kassik, Karla and Volkmer, John, Frank Kassik and Debra Volkmer
Ketchmark, John, Diana & Kaylynn, Ryan Ketchmark
Kloke, Rozee, Beller Family, Living and Deceased
Kollars, Rick and Cindy, Clint Kollars
Kozisek, Dianne, Louie Kozisek
Krienert, Gene and Kim, Jill Kristen Krienert
Krienert, Gene and Kim, Addyson Elizabeth Schroeder
Krienert, Gene and Kim, Ashlynn Grace Schroeder
Krienert, Gene and Kim, Alec Christopher Schroeder
Kubik, Darrell and Kathy, Emil and Rose Kubik Family, Living and Deceased
Kubik, Darrell and Kathy, Joe and Marie Kadavy Family, Living and Deceased
Kubik, Darrell and Kathy, Betty Ann and Jake Schwab
Lochner, John, Liz and Clint, John Lochner, Jr.

Marsh, Robert and Janelle, Gene and Sally Bartunek
Mazza Family, Jose and Dolores
Metz, Dave & Rector, Josh and Katie, Margaret Metz and Abigail Rector
Millers, Grandpa and Grandma Frey
Pearson, Kathy, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Rezac, Fred Pearson and Alicia Kaiser
Rech, Rose, Anne Rech and Evelyn Rech
Rink Family, Loving memory of Arlene Rink
Rink Family, Deceased Members of the Hill and Rink Family
Runyan, Mark, Joan Runyan

Runyan, Mark, Michael Runyan
Ruskamp, Bob and Carol, Ray and Margaret Ruskamp
Ruskamp, Bob and Carol, Jerry Knobbe
Seidl, Tom and Cindy, Alice and Glenn Hardow
Seidl, Tom and Cindy, Bernice and Ralph Seidl
Shafter, Sherry, Wilbur and Lavaine Doerneman
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Sloup, Mark and Patti, Cy and Rose Sloup
Sloup, Mark and Patti, George and Marcy Lackovic
Tagart Family, John and Marge Morrissey
Tagart Family, Pat and Bob Tagart
Tagart Family, Josh Meyer
Tuma, Bryan and Judy, Alvin Ottis
Vogel, Jim and Cathy, Ann Vogel
Wilcox, Mary, John and Marjorie Kopf
Ybarra, Angel and Linda, Eusebia and Julian Ybarra
Ybarra, Angel and Linda, Nellie Guerra
Zech, Steve and Mary, Harold Zech
Zech, Steve and Mary, Alice and Ernie Volkmer
Zech, Steve and Mary, Ed and Katie Nemecek
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worldwide

marriage encounter

February 20-22, 2026
North American Martyrs, Lincoln
September 18-20, 2026
Boarders Inn & Suites, Grand Island
Apply at wwme.org/apply

JAN 17, 2025 6-10 PM PARISH HALL

WHETHER YOU ARE MAKING CHILI OR EATING IT, ALL ARE
WELCOME!
PCCW WILL ALSC BE THERE SELLING THEIR FAMOUS CINNAMON
ROLLS.
COME FOR THE CHILI AND STAY FOR THE FELLOWSHIP!

TO SIGN UP AND FOR MORE DETAILS, CHECK =33
OUT OUR FACEBCOK EVENT BY SCANNING :
THE @GR CODE.

[=] :'.-!': |;;

he unshakable voice

- 700 T2
Gala: Friday, January 30
Cornhusker Marriott Hotel in Lincoln

5:30 PM

Walk: Saturday, January 31

Nebraska State Capitol, then Cornhusker Hotel
10:00 AM - A free event

A powerful national voice for courage, liberty and life.

Keynote Speaker for both events.
* U.S. Army Special Forces Veteran
« Served two combat tours in Iraq
* Virginia General Assembly Member

HEALING OF THE
WHOLE PERSON
spearer  RETREAT

SR. MIRIAM
JAMES

Speaker

DR. BOB
SCHUCHTS

Speaker

BART
SCHUCHTS

Registration opens 1/12/26
JPITHEALINGCENTER.ORG
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WEALTH MANAGEMENT

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES

twoesting for Life (402) 735-0999
Tim Vinton Falllowck Town Corfen s Bilfeowan ok Beall Shane and Natalie are parishioners of
19 A =07 Sar r ;
Einancial Advioor 0z T4 0= North American Martyrs Parish
(402) §17-1065 3

WWW.investprosperitas,com

Concerned about
your Financial
Sitmation? Call the

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

% Investments -
James L Brown

— N | T, i professionals at
Insurance James L Brown Agency Inc. | . Strategic Legacy
. 4500 Cornhusker Hwy Ste. 1 E d t‘t T m m Advisors for
Advice Lincoln. NE 68504 - n a CO I e r Mike Owens CLU, | INNOVATIVE and Royee Ruth,
- - J ChFC, RFC CREATIVE RFC
Phone- (402) 465-0748 - GO, LSS AR (ST financial solutions!
E-mail- jbrown@® amfam.com
402-817-1000 873 South 48th Street 402-434-2442
Lincoln. NE 68510 wunp.strategiclegacyadvisors.com

Roofing - Siding - Gutters Bu[herus o endacotttimmer.com
402 855-5051 : : STRATEGIC
fricniid| Qo |essecios ISRt | Y| LEGACY

GoPlatinumRoofing.com Funaral Home John Love . . ADVISORS, INC.
GO PLATINUM! | 2040 A street - Linconn Amber Herrick Timmer
488-

aherrick@endacotttimmer.com

www.bmlfh.com e s v vt
ey

“The Funeral Home Family & Friends Recommend.”

We can sell your home for 2% with no hidden brokerage fees! | Affordable Lawn Care Co.

. Chemical Lawn Applications
\ Amy Fredrick, Realtor Brian Ohnoutka - Owner
3 |eff Fredrick, Broker i
HomeSmart 402-314-0497 PO Box81473  (409) 475-2922
Residential Commercial R @g |t Parish Members : incoln, 1
- ea y Member North American Martyrs Parish

Amy@HomeSmartLincoln.com HomeSmartLincaln.com Licensed & Insured

‘p Full-service
& Nail Salon
4% Outreach Center | & sUNNy @  siiwwias:

Ol PO Box 30145 " NAILS "l Suite 107

Holy Family Medical ((

e St. Vincent de Paul

Email-zenom1990@gmail.com
www.murphymotorslincoln.com Arthur G ' Lincoln, NE 68521
w L .
Ben Murphy Phone 402-742-0230 Lincoln, NE 68503 ) "' . (402) 476-8166
616 West Cornhusker Fax 402-742-0231 402-435-7968 Hel p Line facebook.com/sunnynaills

Hwylincoln, Ne, 68521 Cell 402-423-0865 Veteran Owned and Member of North American Martyrs Parish.

§Svars STIHL

Zies. Knights of JOHN BIEGLER
\“*’/ Columbus* Co-Owner & Parishioner

Discover the Catholic Difference

QulyunInnlnuhuqtmmuaIunr::‘:fDID:l';chfnmly".fulum. - ™1 402.588.0008
et you con peieve 'Oy Sh'lEl.d RDD'F'II'IQ www.shieldroofrepair.com
- protecting your property SMALL E
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Contact me today to learn

mare aboulourpmducls N NU RTH STAR
David St. Hilaire, Fic, curc € 'l w

o StateFarm-

Shawn Kreifels
402-435-2250

Field Agent
531-510-2327

David St Hilaire@KofC.org Greg Kavan - 402-429-7828 : E:mail: Shawn@ShawnKreifels com
) :mail: @ .
Parishioner of North American Ma northstar.kavan@gmail.com

" _— Website: www.ShawnKreifels.com
Life Insurance - Disability Income Insurance

ong-Term Care Insurance - Retirement Annuities = .429. Call in, Click in, or Stop in for a FREE quote
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